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, if^iC. at iioil'jiu. rnc usa sua »8 on station sia- 
v&y~fr>H Bo»l nu .r.4 Uonolulu to «»n) tlw n»-»t 1c 1 of the 
1X1 hi. Kxeoat for ti.e services or the WlrAiJO ijkJ the iiVA!. 
■jiii'tcnti.er rljort.-. frai the Met 'Air Baso, pearl Harbor, the 
Havy iiiil no conncdtloa >lth the flight. 

fci ' At 1000, I July, inforc.tloci » us ' receive* Mint 
fUXuro of the ril./it v.» l_-:lnuit, ami shortly thereafter Mint . 
the plane t-.J believed to be doute ". . ' 

5. At K00, t July, the CouaindrBt conferred *ith the • 
Coaitnoor, iAnccrait. tittle Force (tiie Senior Officer Present 
•»fl« 0, the Catutattlns Officer, licit Air 3asc, Pearl Km-. 
bor. ' it *as sorted i:..t no navel ves.el ;-tatisnetl in htsellca 
raters vas s.ltahle for scare* operations in the distant sreo ■. 
era! Hint u PaCt «cc?lanc coalil reach Ilo.l nd Island uiduncer 
ia75J-'.U< cau.itljns could c-rry out United operations, ban- 
in-*'oa Uio li'-saCY,. Ilic aopartrimA etas so infon.-ed. Leiniiiilc, ' 
Uw Department lud directed the Coaaiadeat of Uio fourteenth . 



Gubjicti Report or Lurlmrt Sc.-reh, 1-.-1U July, 1jl7. 

Hsval District to uit ail avallabU nival ftctlUiia In the 
search. Accoraln.;ly, it %-„ 3 decided to dispatch a icnlnao to 
goaland u:d at 1S;3, t Jul/, ;vitrol plu-.o O-.'-S, Ututi-oant 

I. . I. Ilar»cy, cyxa.ndl:ic, departed froc Pcsrl uarbor Ho»l-.no 
Island. Bit Ua-CA vos clr.ctcd Id cts.-id by at liotlr.nd to W.d 
tho plena and the f.TiA-I to proceed toaard Holland. 

'., : rue Eopartaent prcoptly epjrovcd the recoaa.r.di.tloa 

Witt the L-iLOiuU-O, then In Honolulu, b» diverted froa her 

II. 0. i.e. Crul...: to join ther scorch, end the OISJO :.a» nt 
111:., July, ordered to proceed, rhen fueled. In a conference 
«ltli the Co.-ia.nd.uiii Officer, U-. CJLOI..DO, prior to his depart- 
ure iras Pearl Zurhor, i,c its elvcn ell ir.f ora tion thc;i avail- 
able, and it *aa a C re-d t:.at tr.t CJ^/.iio c;..>uld rirtt jcareh 
tho joathfoat suudrtnt froa Kj.land and the Phoenix Iflanda. 

6; The ,ir.trol ol'T.c, cosi.endod b/ Lieutenant Hnrrosr 
,-cid -anncd by the folloim,; personnel, proceeded to»»rd Holland 
"u?US?.">0 Bi«M of July, cautactini: tht d'»AM caroutc on 

M a-7-r, 

Lieutenant I. ). l-r.rvcy, coaaaadlor. 

Untenant (U) K. trenc 

Lieutenant (Jj I. t,. Lytln 

Aviation Cadet P. V. tilth 

t. C. Curry, A.C.IUU. 
- • 1. J. KcCotulck, C.K.K. 

r. II. iiuiasa 3d. Jt.ll. £-«, 
C. L. ir.dllah, ».K.K.fc-o, 

At 0710, e July, LUutuna.it Harvey reported! 

UX32 AP?iO/XjT£ POa-IHOIl LAI 00-i3 L01IG 7<-O0 
•»••!*» LAM 110 IBbiiJ IN L riiiiLi L,J, SUiiUJi • 

■ tuiiij ALiirocs icoo aid liooo nil biioh «l££x . 

«*!» i-LlCiiilCJ. „»Ki5 ?;.:.S0D ill BuXLIUlI COM- 
• SIKj:.» LOOK _,UALUC Bit CLOJ2 tops APPtAJi 10 DB 

. leooo rail oa ioih. t^xm ia lei.-w-iiiss jo ;'l.-ju, 

1JJJX1H IIOK liAYfc 930 CiiWXc, rUO, OS rOABB 1710 

8 ? .yoaacla were diopatchod froa Poerl Harbor to nuaid 
tho return flight of plane 0-?-i in oaae of fuel exhaustion, 
but tho prudenca and aicill of peraonncl aofaly roturned tho 
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p! mo to Pearl Earbor at l»2o, » Jul/, after bains In the air 
for 2*. houra ana 8 Blnutea end flying npproxlmtely 2570 eea 
aiiaa. Peultleee tuo-way eoa-iunloatloa »»a nalotalnod through- 
out the flight of tha plenei naTlgntloa »aa acoureto, aa «Tl- 
donood by oootaota with eurfaoe Teaaele and landfall, all of 

■hlon „«.ir.-o4 preoleely oa eehedule. Thle parforcanoe of 

duty refleoUe greet aradlt oa Lieutenant Harvey aal tha offloera 
and man of Ma «r»w. 

7. The Seportaent laiulroa aa to tha foeeibUltr of 
eoaplano ■onroh oporatlona baaing oa Johnatoa Ieland. The 
Coaundani nonoldored thlo lnpraotlonhle, due to tha 2200 nlle 
turn around batwaon l!o«land and Johnatoa Ialondo and atetad 
that tf a more extenelve aanrah than poialble «lth tha CJ1J3RAD0, 
ITASCA, and 3KAH vera deilred, a oarrlor aould ba tha noal 
praatlaabla and afflolant unit. 

8. The ugdNOlOM Oroup oaa or«anlMl on 4 July, eonelet- 
Ibr of tha lkximtoii, la::;oh, draY.-o:!, cunlllMO, end rsio.llio (tha 
leat tooboI aaa lator detnohed froa tha oroup, dua to neohlnery 
trouble). Undor oonrvmd of Captain J. 8. noaoU, conmader, 
rootroyar nn.undron Tao. thlo group aaa oxpodttlouely a»»a=blo« 
and dapnrUd for llaaall, for fual, thanoa to prooood to tha 
aaaroh «»«. 

9. Tha ITA3CA osnanhlle had reeuned har aaaroh ope ret lone 
In tha irlalnlty of lloaland Ialand, aa ahoira In har raport and 
traoh oliart. Tha dlfrioultlaa ooafrontln* har nay ba Inferred 
froa tha folloalng dlipotoheei 

TROlIi ITASCA 
TO I C0131AS3E0 

lOTOi comriuHniT •• 

«ec 2 TOOT tool M01 IS HATE IUO HO POS-trlOHS 

caim sps ;ds cou 'J. oa couipxs thom eahkabt3 

PLANS SICETT 80 CALLZD UHi Of FO.H.XIOH AT 08*» 
IKICH HAD HO RaTKBSXCS PODTT PSRIOD :;)IS OATS U» 
HONK Of ICR BSAMIiO- PERIOD B-!USVB SHS PAflSSD 
TO K'RTH AIID I3ST 0? ISLAND A1I0UT 0000 AKD 
H1S3SD IT IH TIE QLARZ Or RXaiMO SOS TBOUOZ! 
IX MRS SHOXIHO KtmVt AT THAT TIUS PSH10D 
JUDGS 0B3 CAVS XTB BSTfZSH »7 AKO »0 7H0U 
HOILAND AHD XITHIH XOO MLE3 PXRIOO BATS 
BROADCAST AO IBDICAT3D 1408 
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FftOUl ITASCA . 

TO I COHSAnmilCISCO Din 

INTOl COIMAJH or.CTIOH 

oOOt 2.U1HA.Y7 OMIT ACtHOXLiDOED 

hkmivim itakca -.i;.i,ls one* add oid hot 

AIM.T.H V.'STIOIIS AS TO T03ITIO* CO'JKJS STSiSD 

:n Kn -cr. r. tiux arrival i-sriod jasbaiit usid 
voice siriinxr static n.v.ir..;: tics jc'avt add 
ita;ca n cirTio:i nuscx.'AXY in xa.ut hours 

1045 

The ITASCA »«• ooT»pln<! an ant olon.: the probable aerhart track 
when npparohtly rollabla radio lntorcopta Indicated that th* 
Xorhert piano aaa 201 nllae north of Itoeland. Too S3AH vaa 
appronohlnc that Tlolnlty onrouto to I!owland and aaa dlrootad 
to oonduot ooordlnstod aoaroh aith the ITASCA. The ateanahlp 
VOOIISBT alao Joined In the frultlaae eaaroh of thl* area. 

- 10. On 5 July, tho Coaaandunt, Fourteenth RaTal - let.-lot, 
»ae dlreotod to take oharso of all nornl foroen ensnRod la tha 
aoaroh. The ITASCA aaa oleo dlrootad by coast Ruard Headquarters 
to opornto undor tho Cea-.nndant'e authority. Aooordlnaly, tho 
Cocmn'llnu Ofrioor, USS COLORADO, thon opprooohlng the area, aaa 
dlrootod to take oharco of all toosoIs lu tho area and conduot 
• coordinated oeoroh until tho arrlTsl of Co=rcnnder, Destroyer 
flouodron T»o, ahon tho latter aould tek* oyer oon.-.nnS, 

11. Tho datalla of tho eearoh aero loft to th* dleoro- 
tlon of the CnraiandlnF Offloor, USS COLORADO. The deolslon to 
•osroh the cuadrant aouthaost rroa novlond and th* Ihoonlt Ialande 
•till appeared to be sound. Tho aoaroh aos oonduoted a* ehown 
In tho Co nt ending Offloor, U3S COLORADO, report, enoloour* (0). 
Ho *vldena* of th* flyer* or tholr plane was found, nowarar. by 
•llalnatlna that quadrant, tho LSXIL'CTON Croup vas lator *nobl*4 
to plan and *x*oute • noro praotlonbl* and aora oxteaelve aoaroh 
of th* weattrn **alolrola troa Holland. 

18. ' itt ordtr to raloosa tho COLORADO at th* earlleat 
praotloabl* data. It ana dooldod that *h* *hould ooeplet* th* 
saaroh of th* Phoenix Inland nnd Tlolnlty, than proa**d to ren- 
dezvous with and fool tha LHXi:iGTOn Croup deatroyar*. Tola an* 
- don* on 12 July and tho COLORADO r*l*os*d fron further duty In 
oonnootlon with the aoaroh. Th* raault of her operations vaa 
doflnltely to •■tnbllah that nalthor tha plana nor lto paoaon- 
mrc aora aahor* In th* rhoonlx Oroup and thorafora that they 
a* re not on any known land within AM alia a of llowlnnd and that 
they aero not afloat In tha *xtenaiT» arena aoaroh*d by th* ship 
and nar thrae eeaplanee. The duty aaa *ffiol*aUy parfomwt under 
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aondltloaa of oon Idoi-able haxird, duo to trio Inadaquaoy of 
aurvoye of tho mtore treveraod. Pur In* the period of his eo*v> 
oand of the eearoblna; foroe, tbo Connndlnr Offleor of tho 
C0I.01U33, Coptalo *. !.. medoll, oxeroleod oound judcoarat 
and of footivo dlreatlon of tbo unit* at hie lUpoael. 

13. Katie the lsjihotmi oroup no fuollnr «t Lehaina 
and roorl Knrhoi , the Coxmndont bold e oonforenoe »lth tho 
Corr-.nndor, footroyer Squadron 1ro t tho coadndlag offloor of 
tho LCtlNOTOH, and eenlor eommdere In the Dlejrlot ot ehloh 
oil available Information and atudloa of tho e.ethor and probable, 
looitton of tho /.arhort plono aero node available to tho 

L2.T !::OW:t Oropp. Tho dally oooroh plon for the I3XISOTON 
Croup naa aubicltted ond eecoptod. Tbo detail* of tho atudloe 
end na.Tjnptlone aro included In thooo aet forth In Coa-wnder. 
12I1:I0T0!I croup report, enolcouro (K), and aro oaltted from 
thla roport for tho oako of brevity. 

14. ' Compandor, toatroyor Squadron Tao, toolt oyer eoa- 
sand 01* nil unite In tho oooroh aroa on 11 July and put Into 
offeot hie oooroh plan, buood on tho Information available up *.o 
that tt-1 and oubjoot to oertaln llnltotloae of fuel and 
endurn.100 or tho vooaola In hlo oorr-nnd, Tho J.iXi:.CTO!t vaa 
required to ooaploto tbo operation ond roture to tho Met Coeet 
alth •- 10 fuol on board. The ztasoa, and s«»:; oould oporat* 
until IS July and reach Honolulu aithout refuollng. The do** 
trpyen oould natou tbo LEXIMOTOX'o tlEO llalt. There vae 
thue an absoluto uaxlnua of uln* euoooaolvo daya for opo ra- 
tion! in tho oooroh oroa. Pruoflnoe dlotatod s roduotlon of 
thle 'i to sovon dayo' oporatloae In ordor to provldo a 
roeorro, la ordor to Ineuro an erflolont oooroh doeplte eone 
antiolpatod bod aoathar, the cowodent dlreoted «hot the plan 
provldo for not noro than eovon daya of oearohlag and tho eub- 
aoquontly dirootod that it torulnnto ca 10 July, If good leather 

Erovnllod on ID and 10 July, other »lee the eearot ahould and on 
9 July. The Cotrannder. Cootroyer squedron Tao, accordingly 
laid out and exeouted hia plan of aearoh, aa ahaaa la ala re- 
port attoohod. 
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0 . ".o detalle of the plea and the reaaone for its 
Tarloue prorlalona were aound and net with the full epprorel of 
the Coaatndant. The operation woa well aotoelred an* aklllfully 
ojooutoJ.' It rwfleota graet credit on Uia Gtaroh Contender, 
Captain J. 3. Dovoll, and on the eo —aa dlag cffloora, offlocra, 
. end orewa of tha veaaele and plana aoUDdrone undar hia oca&and. 

X . The perforcnnoe of d-ty of tha Coniondlng Offlaar 
of tha Coaat Ouord Outter ITASOA, Ccsaander.t. I. Thonpacn, \ 
U.&.C.O., hoa boen ecesonded by letter to hla lacediate auperlor. 
Hlo Intelligent and zealeuc oonduot of tee Initial phaaa of 
tha aoaroh under &oat trying ocndltlona doaorraa eapealal com- 
nendatlon. Ilia reporto, tosothor vlth tha mholahaarted co- 
oporntlon of Uia Coseandar, Hawaiian licotlon, U. S. Ooaat Ouurd, 
wara of great QBfilnti'r.aa to tho cuboecuont oonduot of oparetlona 
by the tory, t-rforcoaoa of tea ITAbCA «rae «oollont In 

all raopaola throughout tha fllcht end tha aearoh, Sureful 
atudy of oil eotaunlaotlona and other Information pertulnlng to 
tha flight, and tha prapnrotlona tharafor, indlonta olaarly 
that tha ITAtCA laf t nothing undona to lnaura tha aafa oooplo- 
tlon of tha Karhart flight, 

la.. The \E3 OSAN waa tha acalleet veaeel engaged in tha 
aeuroh and tha laat to return to port, Che woa at oea for 
thlrty-aaran deye during rtiloh the eteaned approximately 7,000 
nileo. Deopite the oneroue operating oonditlona Involving ehert- 
aco of proTlalona and euppllea, ahe oorrlad out all aoolened 
dutlea in a winner refleetlng great aradlt on tha oocnandlng 
offloer, Lieutenant H. T. VeeConeey, tha offloera and crew. 
During her entire oruiee thara occurred no naohlnery follura 
nor a alngla alak day, 

IB. It'll noat gratifying tttt thar* ooourrad no 
aorloua Injury to nan or tutorial In th* wary eitonelTe and 
aeaetlzaa haierdoua oparatlona of ahlpa ir.a planaa. 

It. To Sraeriza briefly" 

The initial phaaa of tha aearoh woe baaed on tha 
ITAUCA'a well .aeaoonod belief that tha plana waa north of 
and fairly near Iiowlond. A -reoaonobly ocnpleta aaareh of thla 
area waa coda on 2-5 July. Than, on the etrength of radio 
lntaroopta whioh appeared too reliable to fce Ignore*, tha 
aearoh ahlfud to tha weotward and than 281 aOlaa to north- 
ward of Lowland. Both araaa wara aeerohed without auouaaa and 
cubaequent anelyala dlaaradlta tha radio lntareepta on whioh 
thla aearoh waa baaed.. 

Tha ■ cooed phaaa of tha aaarah sored to tha. aouth- 
eaatern enadrent on tha baaia of radio lntaraapta and bearlnga 
and other oonelderetlone whioh Indicated tha plana waa on land 
and probably la tha Phoenix Jalaada. a 1th thla aaauaptlon 
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allalnatod, tho third pbnss sas logloolly bassd on tha sasunp* 
tlon that tho piano hod londod In - to aator probably althla 
tso hundred nlloa of Hosland and tbot tha aubsoq.iiant driro of 
■rook or boat aould hare norad mil to tha asstasrd and north- 
«oot»ard la tha 11 day lntarral prior to arrlral of tha Lirilio- 
TON, 

Tha IKINOrOH Oroup oorared aa ana approximately 
300 alias square to tha aaat and aortbasst of Boaland »hloh 
lnoludad all probable pooltloaa of plana or passenosrs If 
•float, u aa adlitlonal «ut unlikely possibility tha Ollbsrt 
Islands vara soarohod. It is rerrotably unreasonsbls to ooo- 
alud* other thai that tha unfortunate fllsre am oat too** 
Mtar upoaaonoluslon of tha aearoh. 

lillo» ataacad by Tassals enroute to and during 

the iiinh «8,000 

Kilos flo-n by ?l«ne» Us oOO 

Plana hours In air l,dt>4 

Square nllos asanbadi 

By Tosaols . 0« 800 

By aircraft 187, -101 

TOTAL toiffiTi 

SO. Dua to tha Koorcrapals looatlon of tha March area 
and tha ooaposltlon of tha fores, carta la feitures of ths siarah 
•are of outatnndlne lntorenti 
i Tho «retonolYo TTOothor and ourrent data should prore 

| • Taluabl* oontrlbutlon to our taioalodre of tha area. 

It la boliovod that tha plan uasd by tha LEUNOIOM 
and hor anundrons Is unique, and m particularly sail doslsns* 
for tha onnnpi-.cn» of aldoly sopuratsd foross and for soa- 
nunloatlons concerning tha oparatlon. 

Tho oxperlonos In falao kossokos, latsrf sranos , and 
oonfuslon on srltlool froquonoloe lndloatee tha aoad for son* 
proTlelon for outhorltatlra control of euoh frequenolas la 
ecorranay. Obrlouoly, suoh raollstlo radio prOBraaa aa ths 
Uoroh of Tins should not to broadcast anon thoy nay effoot re* 
llsf Dcasuns In progress. 

If tha llayy or ths Coast Guard are to be lnrolrad la 
future prlToto trnnaoocaa fllRhta. ths Uoonalng authority 
for such flights should to proYslisd upon to require froa the . 
fllars a opsslflo alnlaua porforcanoe In «l»lng to thos* oon- 
esraod^rellabls laforaatloa prior to and during its progress of 
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2l. 2t toy be aaauoed tbct.tbe llarr will bo oallcfl upon 
to Bttonpt reaoue of oraw end paeaengera of a trenep&olflo 
ollppor ahould on* unfortunately bo forood ooun nt aoa. Plana 
for ooordlnotod roaouo offort In tbo Hawaiian Ar-eo hare boon 
under oonolderetlon for tbo laat aeverel aontha. They provide 
for Joint eotlon by loo el eco»oloo of the hery, Coaat Ouerd. 
and Pan-Aberloen Alm/i. Tbo croater pert of tbo tranapaolfln 
air route la beyond tbo offeotlvo radlua of loael foroea. 
Thererora, It vould appear dealrabl* to provide ten to tiro plana 
for auab reaoue offort by unlta of the Fleet n any be antlalpet* 
od. 

S3. ZUapatahaa of partloular lnt«r*at are lnoluded In 
Xnoloaure (A)t they r«ro aolootod fron a total of SOS dlepatehea 
eohoarnlng the oeeroh. 

A3. Than m appended report! of the Conmendlng Off la or 
U.S. 0.0.0. ;..-.o.-.; Cootaiodlng Offloor, U30 C010RADGJ end Ooobuc 
dor, Deetroyer Ur.ueiron Two, together with treat ebarta of the v 
roooole and plasaa partlalpatUa In the oeerob. 



Ooploa to I 

Oonunder-ln-Ohlef U.3. 71eet (2). 

Donor. Hawaiian notion, 0.8. Ooeat Ouard. 

0oa4r. naat Air Baaa, Pearl Harbor.. 



•riic:!i xt.jja 

. TO I Cult" Xil)iV 

uo-oi ;o::(av.ko 
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•yi'CI ilAJlOA 
• X9 I OOMIAKKU 

■iitui iJ;- ;.iJ.;av 

soon ttiuii eoos i«a rt haw had ho poaivxoja snkm otoai 
Jrlniai .ou -V0IA..7 . i-:.ax: v.ljt jo call libs ok "vom<* 

AT SSSwiWI .U» BO IV r- :.J« • IWJ r -Iul> .!K OAW TO BOB* « • 

. Sw iin 90 J" fe-aXso ««i wiuim aoo uuo nu» turn bboawao* 
aj inniCAVsn i«03' 

•roan ajKiiUasrai ■ 

, mroi w^BuiiSKiii oouroimrwii obiotj. 

■jlx .v a» ham u rspxizn nsarATOT on rtfia "-MjOT 
ula'ib v aSTwi ba»l..-.t .i-wis.; u.;.-arti-« «mwt bi'-cts-ji ikimw 

4™~.r . ..0: .i. „ ■• !•.>-•■ -i :iiw,.vs RAU.OSJ AVJATIOH • 
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0008 UJ* AVAIMBL MIAVAL FAOIilTIiJ TO 00;TCIJT JIOI USABJl FOB HU 

sAiUUOT ill Tuai wauion u piiaomoabii 1940" 

VTOUI 011IAV 
TO' I OtfUilDA'iTUn 

iiitci ou:<Mi| oui».MWiA3.'jrcB| ooicrouninat. 

loot aaunuK'.7M IBM aLAirr tbu oou alii oo ;iioDttT» 

OPS:iAT10IV) SI AOCCCUJAJIJB WITH OPHAY 0053 IMS BWW" 

.•moui coa'ounTiani 
xwo! luKatS'oattJroAarcn, fab ni| ooud? mm txnmi MwnMrm. 

0003 110 PilACTlCAlllJS FA0B.XTM3 AV/JLA0L* TII3 DIUtlUOT I-OROJATIOS 
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* "601-84-900 . ! TREASOTCi L-l ARMF.M f 

. mikd miiB coass obani 

Honolulu. T. !£,, / 
IIASCA . £3 Jul)', 1917. 

From ." Coin.r.Si-..- Officer, ITASCA. 

to < Coaamdant, 14th hnl Ms trie t.Penrl Horbor,?.B. 

(Vis Coanandar, Hawaiian Seotlon.) y 

Subject! Earhart Flight. 

1. . the following roport Is submitted hurorltji for your 
Inforaatloni 

J.9 to £5 June, 19371 

Enrouta to Rowland Island. 80M, on the Cord raised Rowland Is- 
land (tearing 30 degrees true, distance 1 cllcu, stopped and drifted 
to the wostward of tho Island awaiting daybreak. 

54 June, 19ZTI 

071B. olosed Island, stoppod and drifted. Lowered boats and coa- 
■anoed landing stores and oculpaont together with, gasoline and equip- 
■ont for Earhart flight, Coaplated landing of storos and equlpaent at 
Berland Island this date and drifted during night on the lee side of 
the island. 

55 June, 19771 

Proceeded to Baker Island shore hove to at 0847 and oonaonood land- 
ing storos for that Island whleh duty was coaplated at 1MW. 

. £6 to. BO June, 19271 

. Holding position off and on loo sldo of Bowland Island smiting 
arrlrol of Aaella Earhart plnno froa Lao, Row oulnua. During this 
period Dep»rtaont of Interior personnel and toc)inlosl aides at work 
on runways and precautionary efforts connected with Karhart flight. 
Organized task groups for landing and tako ofr dutlos. . 

1 July, .19871 

1858, reoolved werlflcatlon froa Ban Francisco Division that 
Anella. Jiarhivrt Putn&n had dopsrtod Lao, Hew Oulnoa at noon, Lae tine, 
and was enrouto to Bowland. 

J July, 19J7I j(l 

Hade preparation during night for landing task groups In con- 
nection with plana flight. Vessel In contaet with Earhart plane at 
0845 and Intermittently thereafter. Sarly reception poor, at 0810 ' t 
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sont task group ashore to tnke stations for landing of piano. 0014 
Earhart roported position £30 alios out of Howland. Coarcenced laying 
honvy saoko scroen at daylight. 0645 Earhart plana reported position 
100 alios out. 0742 plana reported apparently over tha Island and gal 
running low but no land fall. 0758, piano reportod circling and re- 
quostod transaisslon on 7300 Ices for bearings. O800, plane roportod 
roooption of our signals but unablo to obtain a ainlaua for bearing. 
0843. piano roportod as being on lino 157-357 and running north and 
south, no refereneo point given, raooptlon excellent. 0900, signalled 
shoro party to return to snip as by this tlao fears vers felt that tha 
Earhart plana had probably landed (id* of tha island, landing party 
raturnod at Oil". 

It soon as the plana had lndleatod that it »as still aloft at 0843 
and possibly on a lino which would provide a land fall it was doeaod ad- 
visable to retain honing p osl'.ion at Howland with tha Tassel for «ono- • 
tine on the possibility that tha piano alght still cone la. 

At 1040, it was definitely aasusod that tha plane was down so got 
underway at full spood and coaaonoed the search la the area which at 
that tiao seenod aost logical. 

During the last half hour prior to getting underway an ostlaate of 
the situation was Bade based upon tha following facts and •sauaptloasi 

(a) riving conditions within a radius of 40 alias of Bowlend 
exoollont, wind oast 8 to 13 alios, colling unltalted, sea saooth. 

(b) Visibility south and enst of Dowland excollent and unllalted 
as far as could bo obserrod. 6un rising clear and bright and island, 
■hip and saoko screon in the glare thoroof. 

(c) Visibility north snd west of Bowlend ezoellent to horlson 
but beyond that contlnuoua banks of heavy cuaulus elouda. 

(d) Plana transalsslons had indicated flight through cloudy and 
overcast skies throughout the night and aorning. 

(e) Plane transalsslons had lndioated that dead reckoning dis- 
tance had been aocoapllshed. 

(f) plane signal strength high snd unchanged during last hour 
of transaisiloa. 

(g) Piano's line (of position?) lndioated dead reckoning run 
oorreot. 

(h) Stellar navigatinc possibilities, south and east of Howland 
and close to Borland, ware excellent throughout the night. 
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8 July, X9S7 cont'd I 



■ ASSUMPTIONS * 



(a) That piano obtained no fix during latter part of flight duo ' 
to visibility and assuaed further this dua to flyinc in cloudy woother 
and conditions which did not exist south and aast of Rowland but did 
axlat north and wast, 

(b) That Una of position obtalnad was a "sun" line obtained »hon 
they onorgod froa tho cloudy aroa north and aast of no-lard and prosua- 
ably tho only observation aada during the latter part of the flight. 
Further aesuaod that this line wis correct. 



land Tisually due to tholr lying; in tho glare of the rising tun. 



land Island and north of It. 

(o) lasuaod that plane aay hare carried line of position found 
along lino of flight for the period necessary for navigator to work 
and plot line of position not in excess of 100 wiles. 

(f) Aoauae plane did not cone down within a rsdtue of «0 alias 
of llowland. 

Upon foregoing facts and assuaptlons It was decided that the aost 
logical sres of sesrch lay in a sector of a circle between 40 Biles snd 
£00 nllea off of Rowland Island and between bearings SS7 and 45 true, 
from that island. Search waa accordingly laid down in accordance with 
this estlaato. 

The following Departaent of Interior personnel were left on How. 
land in exceia of nornal personnol for the purpose of aaslstlng the 
piano, if, by any chance, it noared tho island during tho absence of 



Ahllnteongj Albort K. Ikana, Jr.j Wllllaa Tavares) 
Carl Xahalowal and Honry Ian, 

Frank CIPRIWI, Radloaan, aocond class, C.S.C.O.C. ni left ashore 
in charge of high frequenoy radio direction apparatua to obtain bearings, 
If possible, on tho plane. Searching throughout tho day to the northward 
of Rowland Island and during the night with aoarohllghts. Extra lookouts 
posted and all handa on tho alert. In addition to the efforts being code 
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S July, 137,7 cont'dl 

by tho ITASCA, sugijeated to Coannnr'er, Earallan Section, tho donirabil- 
lty of r Navy soa piano search fron Pearl Harbor; Received information 
froa tho San Francisco Plvlslon th.at there «as a possibility that tho 
plane sight use radio on tho water ond furthor that possibility of float- 
ing a considerable tlae oxcsllcnt togothnr with an eaer.iency mbbor .boat 
and plenty of emergency rations carried. 

At S145 received doflnito instructions froa Coinmndnnt, I'.lh Naval 
District,' to be at Hovland Island at daybreak Sotur-iay, Z July, 1977 to 
provide tender sorvlco for plane which had left Pearl Harbor at 192a. 
In vlow of tho. foot that the plane raj already In tho air enrouta to (low- 
land Islnnd there aae no alternative other than to ah&adon the sonrch 
■tsnporarlly for the Eerhort plane and proceed as Indicated In the above 
noted ordersi cour*o wee accordingly changed for 8ovlnnd Island. 6carch 
*as still aolntalned »lth searchlights. 

'» July, 19S7I - - • 

Arrived off Holland at 0710 In accordance »ith Instructions. 0719, 
roeelvcd Ihforaatlon that Navy piano was turning back to base on account 
of oxtreaoly bad flying weather -ao resuaod soarch to the northward whlon 
continued thr>uchout the day. Received lnfornatlon rroa Sen Francisco 
Dlviilon that four separate radio etotlina at too Angeles reported reoolv- 
lng Eorhart position 178 *lth 1.0 In doubt. In vie« of possibilities of 
tho piano being ablo' to tr.cnsait on the water aa indicated In prior In- 
- forsotlon stood west to this latost roported position for .the purpooe of 
provlnf. or .disproving the reports which could not consistently bo ignored. 
KUntolnod search throughout the <iay. 

4 July, 10871 

Took up soarch during the 4th froa 130th aerldlbn towards Rowland 
Island using rectangular search aothod and oontlnued throughout the day 
and nlglit, i 

5 July, 19S7l ' '•• 

At 0.348 received lnforaatlon froa Sorallan Bietlon that Kevol Rodio 
Station Unilupo had lntoreeptod the following ncasocoi "281 NORTH HOi-LAND 
CAUi KHA«C. .BEYOND HOKtH IONT HOLD S1TH OS UUCH L0NGE3 AMYg HATER SHUT OFF. 
rith tho possibility of plnno tronsalsslon on tho water still oxlotlng stood 
north towards the position lndlcatod in tho foregoing Intercept nnd ad- 
Tlood all steoaers In the vicinity or the possibility of the plane being 
down nt that point. Contaoted Holland Island In an endeavor to obtain • 
boarlng froa that point on the reported plane end report froa Hoitlond B»v» 
A bearing »hleh conforaed to tho report. 6c»rohed to the northward enrouta 
to reported position! of plant. Arrived about duak broadcasting on plan* 



B July,' 1937 cont'dl 

frocuoncloj and using searchlljhts lnterntttcntlv for visual ol£nsls. 
At rlOO 11-htl ahlch had tho appear.-i.ice of tlaros vcre .ilffitod to the 
northv-erd and etiod up to Investigate.. These reported U.-hts rod ovory 
Indication of a bursting- green roc:c-t 'iut lore rinolly rletenlncd to be 
attriVjtod to ootoorolo-S.cal shsror .Mch raa reported both by the Hol- 
land Island Station and U.B.S. SIM. At EB15 Identified English ftenaer 
aOORSDY *ho had diverted fron her noraal couiso to osslet In the oeoreh. 
Continued aearch throughout tho night. • , 

8 July, ■ 19*71' 

Proceeded oouth end east durlnj tho night to offect r-ndeivoua with 
U.S. 6. COLORADO on tho nornln.; of the 7th for fuel purpoaeo. At 1445 re- 
oolvod Inatruotlona report for duty to the Constant, l«th Haval Dla- 
trlet, and reported aa Indicated. At 1545 received Instructions fro. Coa- 
•nondont, 14th Naval Dlitrlct to report to D.E.S. COLORADO for duty and con- 
fOraod,. 

7 July, 19871 

Contacted O.S.S. C3WRAC0 at O'M. Closed her at 0031 and 070? coa- 
noncod to'<ln,: fuol by destroyer acthv'. Received frca C9LOr.AEO coanlssory 
otoroa at requested. Khlle fueling Cosnsndins Orflcor conferred with Coa- 
anndlne Officer COLORADO relative to search progrsa rnd the general slt- 
Motlon up to-datc. 1010 Coaplctcd fuolln; froa tho COLORADO, coat off and 
•tood aouthward and wootvard for search oroo outlined In conference, 

0 to 10 July, 19871, . . • 



0945 COMDESBOII THO In charge of search. Continued aearch aa Indi- 
cated In original ordora. 2EB4 received Instructions froa COMTESH0H TWO 
to proceed to AMRAI Island In tho Ollbert Oroup and ahaplnc course ac- 
cordingly, 

IS J«lr,198Ti ' i 

Prooesdlng toward ARORAI Island, Lowar Gilberts, to investigate 
that island and otfaeri as Indicated in ordars. 



3 
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13 July, 19871 

TaHad ARORAI Island at 0600 end stood off shore to await further 
Instructions froa H«Tal coeaend. Received final Instructions to visit 
Certain Islands or the Ollbert group at 0700 and stood for ATORAI. 0836 
stopped off ARORAI Island, native csnoe cane alongside with native nagls- 
trate who case on board and conforred. with Cosoandlng Officer. 0350 land- 
ed two conmlssloned officers Tla natlre canoe with tho peralaslon and as- 
sistance of natlre Magistrate for the purposo of Interrogating local In- 
habitants relative to the pass-ge or wreckage of the Earhnrt plane. 1050' 
officers returned with nogatlvc reports on their offorta. 1402, underway 
proceeding to TAMASIA Iiland. 1013 hove to off TAMAMA Island. 1830 na- 
tive canoe with native Magistrate c-.mc on board end departed with coails- 
•loned officers to Interrogate local natives. 1714, duty officers return- 
ed with nogatlve information. 1730, underway and atood to the northward 
and woatw-rd along tho Ollbert chain. 

14 July, 19371 



surf boats 

tatlvc canoi'but -ore unable to obtain InTorantica'duo to their Inability ' 
to speak English. 1510, act course for XURIA Island where arrived at 1810 II 
under tho reef and drifted. Lowered surfboat and contacted native Magis- 
trate who stated that the lslonds of this group --ere in close con-mnlcatlon 
ond that no lnforoatlon was avotlnble concerning any plane or wreckage. ■ 
1710, underway to tho northward end westward, instruction* having been 
■od triad regarding particular Islands to search and the reporting of this 
vessel at TARAM laland, the Division Headquarters, being drraed oe-ontlal. 

16 July, 19371 

0850, railed TARAM Island and atood in to westward of reof. 0850, 
stopped and drifted off channel entrance. Dispatched Lieutenant Conaand- 
ar L. H. B»«er and representative officers ashore In actor launch and aotor 
surfboat to resort the arrival of tho ITAGCA In the OUberts officially 
and to explain tho vessel's alsslon. At 1480 aotor boats retttmed vlth 
following Information! the senior Co-nlssloner received tho party gra- 
ciously but declined to receive the visit as official owing to the fact 
that he had reeolved no prior notice of the Teasel's arrival in tho Ollbert 
group. Be requested the ITASCA to notify the Resident Coralssloner at 
. Ocean Island which latter report wae accoapllshed by COMDESRON TTO. Tha 
Resident Cox-lssioner at TARAWA Islsnd statod that contact between tha . 
northern Islands was close and that no lnforaatlon had been received of , 
the passage of the larhart plane or any wreckage therefrom. Be further 



15 July, 1937 cont'dl 

stated that a definite lookout had been kept for the plane at his In- 
itiations since the flleht. 1455, with ell boats secured, srt course 
toward the southward ot standard speed. Adrlsed COIIDESIiOS TW fully 
at regards the situation to-date and ra> directed to procerd to Howland 
Island for the purpose of picking up personnel and stores enroute to 
Honolulu. 

18 July, 19S7I 

Enroute to llowland Islond froa the Oilberta. 1505, released froai 
duty In search aroa by COHEKROH TtO and reported to Coaasndant , 1 4th 
Baral District. 1725, rellered from further aearch duty by Cona«nd.-nt, 
14th Karal District and reported to Conaandor, Hawaiian Section. 1740 
recelTed ordora to proceed to Honolulu, I. H. 



Comasnder, usco. 

Bliilllu'eECTIOK <Wl-94-800 First itndorseaent. Honolulu, t. B., 

£9 July, 19S7. 

From Coaasnder, Hawaiian Section. 

10 I "• Conaandant, 14th Maral District, Pearl Harbor, 



£ 



SMS/M-e MS ". u.".n."TSK>r.\-o — ■ 10-os 

Paooa:;-, Poarl Itirlvsr, ?• H,, 

• ' ; is July, tat7. 

From.- ' Co-cnon-Une Officer. 

So. t CoBwaaant, Fourteenth Savol rirtrlet. 

Suejcctl , Hoa-J-o Eorhart S-arrh b7 the P.S.8.' MUrxO. 
(In C::nr.ie Scorch iraup). 

On 1 July, luCT, tho D.C.Ii. Dr.ov.o, Captain 
vnh-ln rrlvdoll, 6.-.S. Nivy, CoCT-.n'ln :, arrive? at lione- 
lvilu, T. il. T'.o C. UHS 5 ara o;cr:.un: In accordance. 
slth-np-ro*e"i\« --rutin.: schedule on a one -anth'o tralnln,; 
cn:lair of tha :i-i\-al Soaerro Offlccra Tralninc Csrjs Students. 
. fre.n .the University of California, en'. ta/Mn ;t-on. Also -*n 
hoard /•>:•■-• four .l-;tlr..;-.:l r V-.' ^.u-ato of th" I!r.v7, lector Virion 
Luther. Urittaln, PraoKcnt of tho c-o.-flc !cn>ol of Tcrh.-nloi7/, 
I -ctor l'o :".ul CIck, ?r':i:?it of the Hnlveralty of i'athln :ton, 
Doctor Charles .Derloth, Junior, .'can of the Colloco of .Engineer- 
ing, University of California, and ioetor Jtnoa fcf onto g ton Cell, 
Professor of Honey and ra.-V.-ln3 an'. Keeker ef the MnlnlttratlTo 
Board. of the Oroduot* Cch.-al, IDrthi -stem University. Tioss 
distinguished guests of tho i.'avy sen til connects' Kith fchoola 
thnt take en aotlvo rart In th» Havel Reserve Orricrrj' Train- 
ing Cores. EoTrr.il officers end -sen of the :ioynl Reserve *»re 
aoocrd for training engncntlnz the regular rhla' a conpany of tht 

o.s.s., Colombo. 

' The U.r;5. Colorado hail storped at nilo, 3c«otl, 
ror a pleasant ncleosc an J a t.-o> day vlr.lt, had fired success- 
fully, ay tho n.P.O.T.C. a nodlflcd Short Ranga Battle Practice 
In. tho Lnhrlaa Area, and ros berthed nt Plor B, Hinolulu, I. U.» 
to rrnnln until earl-/ T-:or.dr.y Kirnh,:, 3 July, lfl.Vf. 

On tho urn in; of i July/ 13X7,' (Honolulu Tina) 
Wrc. A-ielln Eorhart Putnae. r.ni her Navigator, !ir. Fred J. 
.'.'eon™, too'* off.fron Ilea v,ulnoa for Hoalend Inland In tha Look- 
heci plane Tenotn as n flyln-j laboratory In which thay rare ap- 
proaching the end of a Ul;ht around the -orld. Hot lend Is- 
land la locote.1 In Latltudo 0'-l7« Worth, Lon;'ltn4o 173°-4r« 
V.oat. It In 1,030 ellec froa Honolulu, f. E.', and Is the 
noaroat lani to tho ilaicllan Islands lr. the direction of tho 
flight. It lr an lalond tso nlleo In length, an.1 1,000 yardn 
ride. It lo twenty Eeat Msh. South ;nd taat of Holland In 
bntltu'le OO-W Korth, tonjltuda 170'-?;' v.ost 1( Bakor Island . 
nlao twenty feet hljh. It la oao alle In length and 1,503 
ysrda «ld«. 



vs b.s.g. colosaco 

3h Borland Island f-.i 
fras K>nilulu c.i ;l;h 5 1 

and a rm:i-> .'or co=-.unlco:ion 
oivl the C-roat G 'ftrd C-.-ttor XTACCA. On l!-"?r Islr.n-: tvo four 
obsorYors frsr; E>irj;ulu also ecutpped rtth c rs^lo, 

' . . The ITASCA, ur.dor the Corrv.nd of.'Coeisender 8. 0. 
T.nn-^a, United Ctatoa C;ast ifcnra, had bom -leeed on station 

?5? r rf"S t alan £ r tiIC i'ynost •>? i-jamiBj tho night. ?r. 0 , 

"'.•:£{■ . ha ' ! e, *» l:,e »•** Ci»»t far this yuriwe*. The 
ITASCA had'- previously boon atrtloncd at SanoliUiii ai the 
personnel sere faultier l:h tho eaters an;'. Islands of the 
vicinity. . 

' A'out n on, I'rtclry, ."July, 1S5T, -t.! iar r'eoelved 
in .bn->!.u!il t:iit the Rar:-.n;-t Plr.ru iv.d not r.rrlvo"! at Hv.l.md 

the Berhert?Xnne had been can too tori, end the plane reported 
only ono-hsU fcnir of t-u-1, na-land full and position doubt* . 
S™ , i»fS2.*2I* Mt cl O0:fl ■** reported "no hundred Mien froa 
tho I.A.-.CA -then et IbvUns I.-lca. , :-ut no relative benrtng 
ins ,;lvcn. At 03^.', t:io plnno roior'.rO llr.e Of pasltlm l'i7- 
.37 but no reror-nco point. The ITASCA further ressrlod that v 
at K10 .-ho i-.uli! earnr.iee sca.-ch to tho .-nrthaostrni-.l for 
tho plane. 

„,■•■• . ?ff ?** cc * reported Inter that had received' no 
tori M b the pauryo end speed or position or tho plana but 
believed t!at tho piano tos dean to the north-, eat, i-.r.vlnc 
?oae-,d !lotl(md laluMj tad due to the jlcre of. the rialn,: aim 
had Pieced seem; Ib-.rlmd. Islw* or the K.'.:;CA t'.loh had been 
walclns heavily in >r.!er to aaslat In being atjChtedi 

The reason fer tho ITASCA'* search to 'ho nirthrest- 
tbp! ni not knein until oont.-.et 1th the ITASCA tas nrOe 
several flr.ya lat-r end lr.ror.-.atljn »ao then reetlvad that on 
tho ao rains or :> July,lD;7, r.t Bavland tho visibility had 
bco-i c.aar except to tho aeat one north, and if tho plane had 
been eloae to norland it ens beltcvod tho Island or the ITACCA 
arsuid l;sve been easily soon except fron tho nortlnost. 




In '.h> aftomoon or s July, -Lieutenant "tr.-ra S, 
HSrVoy. ilavy. In o aesplrno took off froa Petri Hir'op, 
T.2., for search In the Ylcinlty of tho Ho:lf.nd Islan'i Tor 
tho i>rhnrt piano. 

N ' Tho O.S.S. CujfcAIO.Mj rir.de ai!i'.lHi to '.ho Coo- 
rifmd.-mt, rourtr.cath Uo7"l Dl:triet. fop i:?a er a searching 
TOiol. At 0W>0, Sa'.urlsv, 5 July, 1.-. 7, the U...i. CJ^OhArO 
left K-nolulu -'or r (S! -l Ihr'or, Ith or-'.ers to fuel prior to 
rtoviu'llnj for the Cea.-ch Area. Hiilto nt Pearl finr' or a.Vltlont.1 
stores of Rcsollno, lu'.-rlcatlni oil and. aviation oil, »cro token 
on baud* ■' ■ 

At VloQi '.no Pa'-rol Plrne re/orted !:rr position at 
Latitude G 0 -?'' 1 ii.rt!'., ^onfltuio 17;.°-03' '.•;•„ tv-t tar 
ter.thcr uas eatreasly bad and IneV It »s» necese-.ry for her 
to return to rear! Uirtor. 

. XhoW.8. th« had been ae«potehod from tho Fleet 
Air Base, Pearl n-.rtor, I.H., . !th supplies - »r '-ho S.*vy 
pl?:io la ths ovent t:.at It rcoc'ied ni.li.nd Xsltnd end con- 
ducted a search fron thcro. In ardor 10 guard -.ho Patrol 
Plane on Its roturn lljht to Pearl Uar'jor, tho U.'J.S. r-BIT, 
T.\y.)7 f TA»A0&R, and ClilPPOOftVXUi pore ordered out to coror 
the path of the Si.yy Plane. This plane returned to Honolulu, 
snrely I*/ 1900. E*aturdoy, Z July 1QS7, sad no further planes 
aero ''caootchcc frora Pocrl Harbor e. )r i- e Search Arre. T.'ie 
four allies »ro directed to return to Ptr.rl Harbor. The. 
U.S.B. 6KUI c ntlnnod on torardi Rortnnd lalend. 

Wdle tt Pta.-l Harbor the Coer.m^lnj Officer of .he 
V.Z.S, COir.-J.i9 received Instructions frea the Canaan 'ant. 
Fourteenth ilavnl District, :;tar AOalral Orln c. Sorfln, "J. 0.. 
Mnvy, anC conferred rlth tha Cora::t: Ing Officer, (loot Air 
Base. 'Captain Kenneth Ihltlnc. U.S. Sarr, en! other officers . 
of f.!io District and A:r Jicc relatlto. to tho jirobaala path 
ant', location Of Che Sorhr.rt Plane lii the oTent of a forced 
lr.ndtng. ~:-.ls Information oecned to In; lento that the nost 
proh&ble reason fop alssln^ Horl tnd Island eould bo that of 
stronger -tin.!s thxn nor-ally expected In the ro.:lon, a-.d 
that the plane had probably been cnr.-led southeast of Horlr.nd, 
a greater dtstnnoc than that froa vhlch Borland oouid be sighted', 
T::oeo oplnloaa lead the Copending Offlc°r of the U.S. 5. COLO- 
:AiO, at thl» tl=o to b«lle7o tha: southeast of Hortond aas 
tho nost likely area. 



Prior to deportur* f rote Perrl Horror, tord was re- 
ceived that aeateur opcratore In the vicinity of Los Angeles 
had Intercepted position report of the Earhnrt plan* ea Lati- 
tude 1 S6« South, Longitude 179 r»«t. Rndlo watch "as set 
on SIO!- Sea and 6£10 Kes, the fro;uon<.l»a mora ti hare hem 
used by the plan*. In addition to the regular natch.cn the 
dlitreaa frequency, MO Sea. Contact wot node Tie broadcast 
rccelvora with the radio broadcfstlng atatlona In Honolulu 
•hich »ore delivering an alwost constant strcsn of information 
relative to aircraft reports of reception of »•• ■■;« fro* 
the plane. 

The broadcasting etatlone and the ITAi'CA continued 
to send aessnges to the plane. On the night of ? and 4 July 
no slenale were hcord on the plane frequency by the RA.'CA 
or COLOR/DO, but rrporta were received fron Kyoalnr, Honolulu, 
too Angeles, Australia end other point? that olirnal.i, and In 
sons enses TOloe reporta, had been received fron the plan*. 
It »«J also reported that an unbroken cnrrlor .avr »sa heard, 
both the night of 8 July end the nlsht of 4 July on the plane 
frequency. There >ea no doubt tint orny atatlon? »er» calling 
the Earhart plan* on the plane' » frequency, »ae by voice and 
othore by altnale. All of thoae added to the confusion »nd 
doubtfulness of the authenticity of the reporta. 

At thla «to the Comondlng Offieor, 0.6.6. OLOKAW 
stated that pending further lnforei.tlon it was his plan baoed 
on the preient lnforrntlon, search operations conducted md 
being conductod by the IT SCA and Infonsollon obtained fron 
officers at the Rural Air Station, Penrl Harbor and a knowledge 
of rinds and currento In the rlclnlty of Borland and Bs*er Is- 
land to conduct scorch operations upon arrival at Rowland Is- 
land In tho area southeast of the Island. The search to be 
conducted as follo»sl The D.S.6. COLORADO to atenn east along 
the e iuctor, the pianos to be launched fron the ship to search 
to the northward olxty Biles then e^st for twelve Bilea then 
south pasalng tho COLORADO to elxty miles south of the track 
or the COLOBAEO and then to complete the roctsngle end return 
to the ship. Upon return to the ship, the planoe were to bo 
serviced and with new pilots take off for aeerch of the next 
recti r.gle. It was expected th-.t four flights of three planes 
each could be suide per day. 



On the Fourth of July word was received that 
Comncnder Destroyer Sjuadron Two, C-.^toln Jonathan S. Powell, 
C.S. Kevy, In CorannJ of the tEXISGTOS Group, consisting, of 
the U.XINOTOR, Tho DHAYTOh, the C3E8XI0 and the LAV.SO", was • 
proceeding to the senrch tree. 

During the nicht of « - S July, constant r.idlo 
aonrch ma conducted. The COLORADO heard the carrier wave 
»hlch had been previously reported by other stations. The 
Broaden. ting Station In Honolulu had bocn re.uestlns the 

!lanv. If the broedcrats were heard, to send a nessage and 
f unable to aend a nesesge to rend slcn'ls by means of cut- 
ting the csrtler *eve on and off. Another station reported that 
ansvcrlnic signals had boen heard but none of the stations re— 
portlni: harlnc heard signals sjreed on any one specific reply 
signal. About nld-nieht 4 July, wrd .as received that the 
plane carried no e*er£cncy radio equipment and that If the 
plane had landed on the aster the engines would be partly 
submersed m! the radio ecutpnent ould he unable lo transmit. 
This gave rise to the bollef that the plena res on lend. If 
the sl/jialo heard or neosajes received were to be eon. Idered 
In any raj authentic. 

At 0£?O the 6th of July 1977, tord was received 
that operators In Honolulu hail received a message fro* the 
plane tint Its position was £«1 miles north of Rowland Island. 
It v»s further stated that this eaa believed ts be euthentlo 
a* three separate operators had heard the report. 

This Information placed n different picture' in 
vlev, for if the position 'as correct It oold indicate that 
the plane »as on the voter, and if signals were actually heard 
as hod been believed, th»n the piano oaist be on land or ible 
to transmit from the > r.ter. Tho O.S.r.. C0IOHAC0 res still 
too for ran t3 ciuso i.cMnjr of course r?r the reported poal- 
tlon. The ITACCA and SCAB left their positions iuTCdlately 
and proceeded towards 'the position £31 allies north of Howland 
Island. The 8.5. K00F3X which was near the reported position 
proceeded torrrds the position slvon, arriving on the 5th of 
July. The ettll reached Lstitude B° worth, Longitude '.7£"-l5' 
Best, and comienecd scorching to the westward. The ITASCA 
reached the reported position late in tho afternoon of 5 July, 
Tho COLORADO during the 6th of July continued on Its course to 
□ovland Inland. Due to the distance involved to tho position 
181 ralles north of Hovlsnd Island. tnd to Bowlsnd Island fron 
the position of the COLORADO at this tine it would have served 
no useful purpose to ehnrje the course of the COL0HAC0 directly 
to the suspected position. In the event that the BBAK, ITASCA 
and UOOKBI failed to locate the plane Is the auspected position 
or »re» and radio information confirmed the original assumption 
of the plane being In. the southeast Quadrant fron Bowland Island 
any ehsnf* no* would delay ultimate aearch of that region. 



It »ae not neceaaery for th» Connsndlng Officer 
to decide until Tuesday forenoon on the course to follow. 
During the Sth f-o despatches of con.ildersb'.e lntrreet and 
weight were received. The flr«t despatch caet definite 
donbt r s to the location n being £31 eillei north of Hoe- 
lend Island, doe to the feet that It st'ted again that the 
plnnc could not use radio If actually In the ."tor, and the 
region to tha north of Howlend a> preTtously state! was en- 
tirely water. Hence, If signals -«ere recited the location 
was definitely wrong, tha other despatch refarred to the 
opinion of tha tech-leni tides connected tlth the flight, 
thrt the plane nou'.d ha found in the orl final lino, which 
would Indicate a position through Bowland Islond and the 
Phocniw. Oroup, or In other torde the southeast cuedrant frcra 
Howland Island. These reports bore out the original aesusip- 
tlon of the Commanding Officer, «hlch was haaed on ell ln- 
forsjatlon then available, that the logical luadrant for the 
position of the plane »es the southee; t r.uadrant. 

The carrier ware »ea again heard during the night 
and- the ITAiCA and the brondcaat station In Honolulu continued 
to broadcast to the plono Instruction.- as to tho rcpllea to be 
given If the plnne »as heard. At 21f2 on the night of the Sth 
tho listeners In the radio rooi of the COLORADO *ere startled 
to hoar on the plana froTUir.cy, the *ords, "E«rhart Tron 
ITAnCA did you send up a floref If you did tond u? mother. 
Please go ahead," 

At 2140 the follorlng »aa roc-lTcd, "tarhert Plane 
from ITASCA, we ace second flare, we are cooing far you, »e 
ere starting toward you." At C145, "Re see your flare and 
ere proceeding towards you", these report* continued to be 
broadcast by tho IT/SCA, and apparently to a listening v:rld, 
tho poaltlon £31 nllcs north of Holland Island In Milch the 
ITACCA, OHUI and KOORBT aere searching »ae the correct poal- 
tlon. It was therefore alth great sadneaa that tha rollow- 
lns was recclTed ahortly thereafter, "Report In error, object* . 
sighted ore apparently seteors Borland reported saee effect." 
And the E?iA!l vorifled the opinion by reporting sighting eetrors 
•tthc tine the ITASCA -ss bellered to be sighting ■ flare fro* 
the Enrhart Plane. 

On the Sth of July, 1937, the Cornendant, fourteenth 
Heval. District was directed to take charge of all Ravel Foroea 
basod Pearl Harbor and those In the search area. The Coast 
Oucrd Cutter, tho ITASCA was further directed to operate under 
Cosacndnnt, Fourteenth Havel District, Tho Comasndant, 
Fourteenth Ravel DUtrlct, directed the Coaaandlng Officer. 
U.5.C. COLORADO to take charge of Ravel and Coast Ouard Unit! 
In the Search Area and coordinate the Earhart Search Lr.lt, 
until the arrival or Coaunder Deatroyer Squadron Two. 
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Shortly «ft«r Uw flare, war* )rao»n to bo fclae 
a roport >ii r.eolvod that further lnroatlgatlon of the ro- 
£Ji 5; e0l If d . on 5 'V 17 , lh » t , on 5135 « role, had 

! °„£2 ur dlst "« »1rtw1 ctUi followed by IHAW, follOToa 
by "EES CjrblJ, Off Borland, battery very m±, ean«t laat 
long, garble Indicated acndhrnlc*, h'.d boon nr.do and consider- 
ably orjdulanco ni glYon to the possibility of UN report 
haying boon ectuolly mooIyoo. too only bi>n;:i ehartod are 
jouth and east of noylond lalrnd. A roport ««« reeelrfd 

S 5«»^i- h J?? i? d * *} of i bam auch ■tronrer then exptof 
f?.{",i h ? " l =: ht " /ccln It to. itatad that tha loeXhoed 
.i^i: f ^ Sns } nC "' r * "*»**? thnl ^ rl " Uo couM 1101 0?«raU 

K.i? "1?"! w *", on 1 i na * 11 T " t»rl)m MiHMtod by 
Mr. Putnc-n, that D piano froa tho C010HAM lnYeatleeto the 
nonUS Xliind Area. Tho po.ilblllty that tha portion 
E01 nllei north of Ho.land to. In error and Blent hay. bam 
•outh and .outhro.it n> alio oonlidored. A Third r.port 

joioo calling tho ITASCA. A fourth ilahil report itatod 
Volition ta! alia, north of Horlonl, diminutival;, 
thll roport «. d.rialtoly knotm later to bo a f.l.a roport. 

carried on b.*5ht *f* nortlij.it quadrant ni being 

S!;^ J;.!" T 'n*?'' . 5» P 1 " 00 ' ™«lo »»« bollOTed to har. 

Jl2'~r n ;V n Mr*' Conoidorotlenii IrroapeotlYo of 
«fi .M? 1 p 3j? t * i i? 0,0 " uth «""-- quadrant, and it thll 
tiara etlll did. Tho loutheaot quadrant froa Ho.land, ex- 
cept .for one unverified roport, atlU raa th* noil lltely, 
Tho Corciendlng Officor thereforo doelded to hold to Ml 
original doclilon, that of ooarchln? to tho Bouthoait of 
Holland, »ith ono oodlf leatlon, that bolng to tearch by 
planoa, tho land arooa of tho Phoenix Croup, prior bo tho 
USStJUS^t^ii l I r,:e " ro " of InterTonlng ntn, of 
count wuld bo norored at the iaao tlae. * 

Accordingly at 0930, Tueidajr, tho ihlp'o hi ad 
I5?„S .S£f5 If f 35 -.^? tn i "ood lnoroaiod to •lrhtata ' 
point thraa Imoti (18.3). Arranscatnti w or » oada in iui- 
Vf *2 * £!5!! c " froa ^ ITA2CA for a rmdatrouj with that 
■"P T J?» tnoTth 01' July, for th. purpo.o of fueling 

«io ITA£CA and p rorl.lonlngtor froo tho COLORADO, tto 
B»A« «u olrootod to aoareh to Latitude 0\ lontltudo ITS* 
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Tho Corannder Const Guard sent word that ha had 
eoraunleated with persona f talliar rlth the xsthods of 
navigation of Kr. Eoonnn, and that Mr. Boonaa would take a fix 
shortly boforo dawn, correct course roe destination, and 
dstcralne Una of position when nosr tha and of estl- 
natf-d. run. Thla procedure would allow a flight of about 
800 nlles ilthout a good fix. If short of gas, ha probably 
would follow tho lino of position to tha near ait land. The 
lino of position 887° - 157° roi glron In one of tha laat re- i 
porta rocalTcd rroa tha piano. It was also stated In t 
report that the plane wee short of e»». 

Considering tha question as to what Ur. Xoonaa did 
do. It mist be eonaldorcd rhlch way ho vould stoor on tha : • 
line. to tha northrost of Bowland ras wide strotchas of 
cco.-n, to the loutha&st naro spots of land. To a soanan 
In low wlalblllty the thing to do rhon In doubt of own posi- 
tion would be to hoad for tho opon sea. The land would be 
tha plaoe to get arniy froa. To the Air Kotigator with 
poiltlon In doubt and flying a land plsne It Is apparent . ' 

that tha thing to do would bo to stoor dom the line towards 
tha noat probcbla land. To tho Air ilawlgator, land would 
be a roeooo, Just aa tha soa would be to tho aeuun. lould 
and did Hr. noonan do this or hod he other roasona to do 
othorwlsot Tho answor was of oourao unknown but logical 
doduotlon polntod to the southeast quadrant. 

At day brent, Eodnosda7, 7 July, tha ITAfiCA not. 
fueled nnd provisioned froa thu COLORADO. Upon completion 
tho IIAiiCA wos directed by tho Coai^ndlnn Offlcor of the 
U.S.S. COLORAfO to procand to a point 0 a -t1> South La tltude, 
Longitude 170 sost, and froa thoro to.scarch a soetor. east- 
ward and aouth froa a lino bearing 137° froa that point and 
to sooroh to tho otctwnrd a distance of 120 alios. This 
position ond area wns choson as a place for search due to 
thoroughly consldorlng tho probable drift of the plane, had 
It landed on tho coming of 2 July to tha south of Eowland 
Island, wbilo on a line 157° to or froa Sowland Island, th* 
ITASCA was furthor Instructed to roetiry this area to ba 
aaarohed In accordance with tho current round In tho region 
In order to continually take Into consideration tha drift of 
the plana If en tha water. 

At 1485, tha COLORADO approached tha westward 
charted Islands of the Phoonlx Croup and planes were oata- 
pultod searching ahead for the charted position of the Reef 
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Although the piano 

and crossed tho Houator covering «. , , ... 

alios cheat of the ship and bayond tha bolloved location of tho Roof 
onil Bond Ban*, and several nllia to the Xostvord of tho ebarted 
position. It was not located. At 16«, tho planas wore recovered 
1_» position south of tho Equator In longitude 174" s9» test. 



On tho 8ti of July, tho 91 AS reached tha pooltlon 
Latitude 0 ooi, longitude 175° In tho aftarnoon, and «», then 



' . - „ At 0857, tho COLORADO launched pianos Crow, 17S 9 -«0« 
wait, 1" South, and oonduotod an Bait-Saat aooroh or«r tha charted 
region of Wln-iloit Roof and Roof and Band Ban*. A thorough aonroh 
of thla region follad to locoto either of the two rnefs, and tha 
water covered showed no slsns of tho Karhart Piano. 

Khan tho plunoa returned tho/ were Isnodletely reruolod 
and wore sent out again covering togother a front of seventy oil/.., 
thlrty-rlvo alios on oach side of tho eourso. Khllo tho COLOriADO 
oontlnuad jihond, tho plnnos . . . 

thon to tho rlr.ht crossing * 
flro alios bo7ond tho shlp'i 
tangle. This aothod of son 

pianos returned with a roport that although the risibility was ox- 
captionolly sood nothlnr was slghtod. tha next rilght froa IBM 
to 17.1!) extendod tho advene* of tho tiventy alio front to a total 
of fifty alios, unking an area or *,SO0 alios oororod by tho last 
two flights. The first flight to tha oaetvard covered at least 
1,500 squnro «lles. rro» tha point of rocovory of tho planes at 
17M) the COLORAT/) proceeded to Latitude S 4 -jti South, Longitude 
175° Dost where * courts of 1SJ» was set for the night. 

During tho previous twenty-four hours two reports of tho ' 
plane had boon rooalved. A report was rsoolved froa Kelbouresj. 
Australia "Blina between Rowland and Basso Oroup, tan hours Testa* 
Bo rurthor Information was given nor was tho report vorlflod. Iho 
othsr roport was received at 1830 stating that • reputable oltlsea 
of Btlo at 1515 had heard Aaolia Karhart osU tho ITASCA and the 
ITASCA answer. Tho ITASCA was mediately asked for verification 
and stated that thoy had no word. What then did It wean, was * Joke) 
Intended, a frrad prep* Orated or * Mistake wadef 
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tho arsterr ■»« solwcd shortly by too report tost tot lietentr 
had aocldentally turned In on -Jii "torch of Tine* broadcast and 
bellowed too reproduction and aotlng to be real. 

At 070O on toe sornlng of 9 July In fca tltudo a?S4» 
South, Longitude 17* 0 -**' Sost, the C0L01UI0 launohed har pjinea 
in St direction of McKcan laland. Dpon locating llcXeen aid 
searching too rlclnlty, the planes continued to Onrdner and thon 
to Carundolot Roef bofor; reluming to too ahlp in Latitude 4° - 
SO* South, Longitude 174°-84« Rest. Aftor too T.iin soarch for 
Roef and Sand flank and for Clnslow Roof it «aa to bn expeotod 
that too other Island* did not or ol.-ht not exiat. They »ara 
howovor, all located by too planes and although tocy woro not 
in the exact charted position to»y wcro seen fron a conaldorabl* 
dlttnnoo and too plonoa hod no difficulty in looetlog then. 

UcKean Island shorod unalstakable algns of tuning at 
ono ti»« been Inhabited. On toe northwest atdo of the island 
tharo appeared buildings of too adob.» typo, to one m aeon on 
olthor Oardnor Islcnd or UcZean laland. 

UcKonn laland was such that a piano could hare acde i> 
anfo oraah landing olthor on too beach or In too oanter of the 
Islmd. Mo daelllnca epp-nrod on Oorilncr or any other algne of 
inhabitation. A long shallow lagoon oxtanda too entire length 
■ of toj lalond and through noat of too width. 

1 aeepUno oould land in too logoon and It la bellowed 
that a land plane could nako a forced landing thoro, and toe 00- 
cupanta walk oahoro. Corol reofs oxtended out from the alwro line 
for about ISO rords. At Oordnor Inland a four thousand ton train 
itooner has pliod up head on and roaolna there with hor back brok- 
en. OroTni of Coooonut pslaa grow on toe wostorn end and the 
entire island Is covered wlto troplocl yegoutlon. Xyrlads of 
birds cover both islands. 

Carondoltt Roef was undo* xator but plainly oould bo 
■ten froa too plants at a dlatanct of 10 kilts. 

Tala was of interest in rtgardg to tot possibility 
of I in slow Rtof existing end the Roef and Band Bank to the tor to- 
want ward of Wlnslow Roof. If tot two existed, it is apparent XroaA 
too war in which Carondelot Reef was seen, that they are many allot 
froa iielr charted position. 



Dpon recovery of the planee fro? the aorning 
niKht the ship oontlnucd on court* 000° tad at UoS lsunched 
plutt la Latitude 4° zs' South, Longitude ITS 4 48' Kelt, 
tht purpose of tht flight In tht tf tornoon was to searah tht 
water «ht»d of tht chip to loottl Hull Itltod irel to search 
. tht island and tht nttr la tht Tiolnlty for any ilgns of tht 
Xarhart Riant, 

As tht plaatt approachtd Hull Island aatlrts ».rt 
; sttn running out of their huts and waving clothes at tht plane. 
Lieutenant Lanbrecht, tht senior aviator and In ohari* of tht 
flight, landod for tht purpost of asking if tht Inhabitant! 
had seen or htard of tht larhart Plant. 1 ruroptan Resident 
Uanagor of tht natlvtt cant out in a aanoa to nttt tht plant* 
Bt and nil natives »ore astonished and txolttd in trelng the 
three planet. Die Resident Hewger asked there the planet 
were froa and whoa lnforaed Honolulu, nearly upset the canoe 
la hit ejcltraent. It was necessary to explain to Ma that 
tht pianos had not cone direct hut had arrived or the battle- 
ship CCW3l.ro which was relatively dorr by. Tht Resident Ken- 
•Str laid that thtrt was a radio on the island; however, he 
knew nothing of the rarhart flight and created doubt of hit 
baring avtr heard of Use Barhart herself, neither ht nor 
his natlTts had teen or heard a plant. The planes roturned 
to tht ihlp la Latitude 4° 88' South, Longitude 178° 08« feit. 

During the night the ship steoaor north' and then 
east arriving at latitude S° 81' South, Longitude ITS" IS' 
West, at 0700 the 10th of July. 

The sr.UI had boen directed upon arrival at Latitude 
t" South, Longitude 170° last to proceed to rendervoui with 
the C0LOS1EO in Latitude 8° 10' South, Longitude 17£0 rest 
at 11C0 and to search In the vicinity of Canton Island en- 
route. The pianos ware launohed at 0700 end proceeded to 
Sydney, Phoenix. Tndorbury and Blmle Itlnndt In the order 
nnccd, end at 1015 lu Latltudt S 8 t?'. South, Longltudt 17S° el 
Host wore rocovtrcd by the thlp. Sydney wis tht only Island 
which showed any signs of raoent habitation and In eppearanoe 
wnt nuch the j-.r.o at Oardnor Islsnd. • It had the usual shallow 
la Coon which in this ease waa large enough for a seaplane to 
aukt a safo landing. Phoenix and Blmle Islands had the ep- 
poarance of a lagoon, bnt the latter Island being wery snail, 
biderbury had a lagoon but It waa wary shallow, 

"hen the plecaa were resortrtd, tht staff was taken 
alonjalde and rofualcd and provisioned. Upon occreletioa of 
fueling tht K/2 was dl rooted to tearoh In a northwest direction 
across^ tht ojta water north of the Phoenix Oroup enroate Lati- 
tudt ** South, Loagltnle 17JO Cost, 
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The COLORADO at 1445 la Latitude 08° -t!< South, 
Longitude ITS* - 45' lut launched plant! for a eearch to and of 
Cnnton Island. This Island wns looatcd and carefully aoapohed 
by tht planet. It waa tha largest of any of tht lelnnda ataroh- 
ea, It't lagoon vaa dteper than thosa of tho othfr lilanda but 
m orosaed with coral recfa In euch a cumcr that It would to 
dansoroua to land except at two ploots, ona at taoh tad of ttit 
lfloed. It tho wtstorn end thora rcnlna tho shacks and aeaffoleV 
lai treetod by tho raoont oollpaa txpldltlon. nien tht pljnei 
mere recovered, tha course was tat at 350° to take tha COLOFAM 
to a rendervout at 0793, IS July, with tha deatroyars approaoh- 
lag tha starch araa with tho 1EXIMJT0B Croup. 

Dpon fueling tht dtatroyers tho COLORADO was detached 
froa the itareh group and dlrooted to return to the Vest Coast 
In order to debark tht Haxal Boserrt Officers training Corps 
Students and ntT»l Boserve Officers. Thtat students with tht 
distinguished guests cnbarked for a south cruise, which extead- 
ad Into a all woeka cruise, cowering cany Bore alias than vat 
oxpeoted at tho Cao of c=bnrtatlon, and crossing tbe equator 
twlco. The fnot of oroaslns the eouator was not naglected by 
Baptvauo Bex and hla oourt, although thor postponed their rial* 
In order not to lntcrrer with the operations in conneotloa 
with tho tcareh, Vhllo thor arrlred aboard lone after tht 
COLORADO had crossed tho Rruator, tho recaption and Initiation 
Into tht Beala of Soptunus Bex wee fittingly and properly coa- 
ducted by Hoptunus Bex and hla court assisted by tha Shtllbaoki 
for tht benefit of tht Pollyrogs. 

If it la considered that tht starch araa bartn with 
tha position where tht COLORADO fueled tho ITASCA, OCCO, 7 July, 
and ended with the position ihoro the COLORADO fooled tht dt- 
atroyors of tha loiinros Croup IE July It will bt found that 
tht COIiOPADO atonnod 1C40 nllea, and that her please flow tl.B 
hours toch, 1C03 dies tech nnd that tht COLORADO with ho» 
planoa covered within tho radius of risibility aa area of 
£5,400 square olios. Ad dins to this additional allonge to and 
froa Posrl Enrbor to tht Search Area tha COLORADO ateoaed 8,900 
alias and 320 hours, sort than oxpeoted whoa tht laral Reserve 
Offiotr* Xralalai Corpa Cruise tonataotd. 



Ai this la written tha LKXXXOXOI Oroup Is 

tha' Saaroh Aim and »U1 ba abla to oon4uc» an axtar 

oror a Urn wcter area. ' Tha COLORADO haa, however, oorered tha 
fcnd area within a radlna of 450 nllaa of Howland I aland, and 
dorinitaljr aicertalned that tha larhart plana la not on laad 
«lthl> tha radon oalaaa as an uakaora, onoharUd and tmslihtod 
roof. 
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